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Putting the products under the spotlight, the design language has been kept toned down to clean and minimal lines, earthy colours 
and neutral backgrounds.
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Reflecting the culture, art and exquisite craftsmanship of India, Eka, a quaint art and crafts 
store in Bangalore is sure to attract every passerby. Complementing its eclectic collection of 
artwork, the store designed by Design for Change takes on an earthy traditional look with 
a dash of contemporary elements.

One of a kind

Walk into this store, and you will be 
spellbound to see numerous arts 
and crafts from across the country. 

From the classic brass lamps and antique 
ceiling fans to the contemporary stylised 
figurines, Eka proudly holds all this and more in 
a space that values every piece of art. Exuding 
a warm and soothing sense, the store has an 
open and non-fussy layout, which gives you a 
view of all the products from any corner.

Eka, which had set shop in the year 2000, 
was located on the second floor of the 
existing building which had zero visibility 
and never caught the eye of passerby. While 
the store quietly gained popularity through 
word-of-mouth its proprietor Kimiko Thakur 
Menzies, felt the need of a better space for 
the products.  

Putting the products under the spotlight, the 
design language has been kept toned down to 
clean and minimal lines, earthy colours and 
neutral backgrounds. 

“I asked dFC to design a store that does not 
take away the soul of Eka, which is Indian yet 
contemporary and flexible to all arts & crafts,” 
Kimiko says.

adding visual drama to the interiors, the three 
wooden frames with the Eka motifs running 
the height of the store create multiple focal 
points for the different product categories 

and lead the customer into the store. 

according to Minali Verma, director dFC, “The 
design ideas have been developed based on 
one major tenet - the product. as there is not 
one type or one product category and they are 
ever changing, we wanted to create a strong 
statement that is bold and yet allows each 
product to be seen, felt and absorbed within 
an all encompassing bold ambience.”

The store has minimal fixturing, where the non 
hardware approach doesn’t give a ‘commercial’ 
retail look evident everywhere today. 
Conventional slat wall shelving system has been 
incorporated as natural hardware system and 
very minimal hardwares as functional elements 
form fixtures in the store. Gandolas have been 
designed keeping the products display and not 
typical retailing phenomena. The fixtures have 
been created with materials like natural wood, 
minimal steel and glass.

While walls and fixtures take on a neutral 
look, the flooring is one of the unique design 
elements in the store. a deviation from 
conventional design, the ochre-yellow cement 
flooring takes on a colour striped form and 
without any joints, giving a seamless look. This 
plays an important role in providing a ‘theater’ 
kind of setting for the store. 

Eka’s store front follows the design philosophy 
of space. The customers’ entry has been 
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Eka has an open and non-fussy layout, which gives you a view of all the products from 
any corner.

Giving the arts and crafts a suitable ambience, the lighting takes on a blend of warm 
and day light tones. 
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The ochre-yellow cement flooring takes on a colour striped form and without any joints, 
giving a seamless look.

The fixtures have been created with materials like natural wood, minimal steel and 
glass.



30

Design 
design for Change (dFC)

Design Team 
Minali, Vinoth, Kaushik, amarnath

Project Management 
dFC-Kaushik, Sarbajit

Graphics and Branding Design 
adverto, Bangalore

Lighting 
Plus Light

Air-conditioning 
Voltas

Audio 
Sonodyne

created to be a forced one, so that he has a 
look through the windows before he enters 
the store. The logo is bold yet simple that acts 
as signage, while the scaled down facade helps 
reinforcing the design image of the store.

Giving the arts and crafts a suitable ambience, 
the lighting takes on a blend of warm and day 
light tones. To keep energy levels as low as 
possible, a mix of CFLs, CdMTs and FLT create 
an environment which is as inviting and fresh 
during day time, as it is in the night.

The store design revolves around very strong 
design philosophy of being environmentally 
friendly by the use of eco-friendly materials 
like Eco-boards instead of MdF, Eco-friendly 
paints, finishes and dry flooring without using 
water. For the lighting, the store harnesses 
daylights with the help of large windows that 
filters light inside the store. 

according to dFC, this also helped them to 
keep costs in control and achieve the desired 
look and image of the store.

The store design takes on the true meaning of 
the brand ‘Eka’ which in Sanskrit signifies ‘one’ 
or in this case ‘one of a kind’ l

Chanda P Kumar

Very minimal hardwares as functional elements form fixtures in the store.

The wooden frames create focal points for the different product categories in the 
store.


